$2                        MODERN BRITAIN

experiment was objectionable on two quite distinct grounds.
It was offensive on moral grounds, for the Chinese had to work
under conditions not far removed from slavery and to live in
'compounds' without any women; for the experiment did not
include the importation of the Chinamen's wives. It was also
regarded by the working classes throughout the empire as an
attempt by rich capitalists to increase their profits by getting
rid of 'white' labour. At the next election one of the most
effective Liberal posters was a hideous yellow Chinese face, but
whether those whom it led to vote against the Conservatives did
so because they hated the Chinamen or because they hated the
enslavement of Chinamen remains a mystery.

Two more counts against the government remain to be
mentioned. Though the Report of the Commission of Enquiry
after the South African war revealed grave faults in our army
organization, the government failed to carry through any effec-
tive army reforms, but this probably lost them few votes, for we
had not yet envisaged a future war on the Continent. Secondly,
the government gave great offence to the trade unions, as will be
shown in the next chapter.

The election of 1906. In order to make more sure of a victory
for free trade the Liberals temporarily dropped Irish Home Rule
from their programme. When the election came in January
1906 the Conservatives, hitherto nearly two-thirds of the House
of Commons, were reduced to less than one-quarter of it. The
Liberals had a majority of 240 over the Conservatives, and there
were besides not only 83 Irish Nationalists but also a new party
of 51 Labour members, and both these parties would normally
vote with the government. Some people said there would never
again be a Conservative government, but they were wrong. It
was the Liberal party, not the Conservative, that was entering
on it last innings.

Before entering on the last years before the first great war, it
will be convenient to take a survey, for the whole period 1870-
1914, of certain other matters. These will be the subjects of the
next three chapters. The main line of the narrative here broken
off is resumed in Chapter VIIL